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Tory Sound Gaeltacht Landscape Character Area 26 is a Gaeltacht area defined by an 

extensive coastline fronting the Atlantic Ocean including Horn Head peninsula and the 

offshore islands of Inishboffin, Inishdooey, Inishbeg and Tory to the north and the 

dominant Derryveagh Mountains and iconic Muckish Mountain to the south and east.  

Undulating agricultural lands lie between the bog covered mountains and uplands and 

the coast.  A number of rivers including the Gleanna River, flow through fertile valleys 

into Ballyness Bay contributing to the unique estuarine inlet at Falcarragh. The 

patchwork of hedgerow bound fields varies between different locations within this LCA, 

with tighter sinous fields to the west and along rivers, ladder farms evident in areas 

around Falcarragh and larger geometric shaped fields around Dunfanaghy. There is a 

dispersed pattern of one off residential dwellings peppered throughout the agricultural 

lands within this LCA and a degree of linear development along County roads.  The 

coastal location and long sandy beaches make this area an attractive tourist destination 

and there are associated holiday home developments throughout. 

Landscape Character types 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• There is a varied underlying geology within this LCA: quartzite along the eastern 

edge of the LCA, schist at Dunfanaghy and Hornhead and small areas of granite to 

the west with a band of Limestone near Gortahork.    

• The mainland has an undulating coastal landscape of predominantly agricultural land 

that slopes from the Derryveagh Mountain range, with distinctive field patterns 

including ladder farms bound by hedge and stone walls, to the north and open bog 

with areas of commonage to the south. 

• Series of biodiversity rich river valleys flow from the Derryveagh Mountains towards 

the coast. 

• Tory island sits 9km northwest of the mainland within this Landscape Character Area, 

this sparsely vegetated island of primarily pasture land and natural grasslands 

overlies a geology of hard granite and quartzite. An inhabited Gaelic speaking island 

rich in culture, history and tradition, it has many distinguishing archaeological and 

historical features including the bell tower from a 6th century monastery on the 

island.   

• Inishbofin, Inishdooey and Inish beg are a group of three islands, descending in size 

seawards from the coast.  Inishbofin, the largest of the three is a small seasonally 

inhabited island with a cluster of buildings around a small beach and pier.  The three 

islands have a similar type of sparsely vegetated grasslands with open exposure to 

the elements.  Inishdooey and Inish beg are not inhabited but Inishdooey has the 

stone remains of a church, graveyard and walled surrounds. 

 

 

Settlements 

• Dunfanaghy: Dunfanaghy began as a 

coastal market town and fishing port, and 

still consists of a wide range of local level 

services and facilities with an identifiable 

core around Main Street. It performs a local 

function in terms of service provision and 

also has a significant tourism role, notable 

in the extent of holiday home developments 

Map/list Seascape units 

Most of Seascape Unit 9 and part of Seascape Unit 8 extend within the Tory Sound Landscape 

Character Area, overlapping at Horn head.  

 

Key characteristics uses: Agriculture, Tourism and maritime uses.  

 

Coastal edge: High seacliffs at Hornhead and Tory Island, low seacliffs, long sandy beaches, 

sandy and silty estuary of Ballyness Bay and the spit beach at Falcarragh.  

 

Visibility: Uninterrupted visibility between the mainland and islands, from island to island and 

headland to headland.   

 

Special features significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Gaeltacht area; offshore islands of Tory, Inishbofin, Inishdooey and Inishbeg are hugely 

significant within this seascape unit, Wild Atlantic Way follows the coast.  
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in the area, and the existing level of hospitality and leisure services including a golf 

course. The town is located approximately 2 km from Portnablagh, which consists of 

dispersed pattern of residential units and a significant holiday home element. 

• Falcarragh: Falcarragh is a vibrant market 

town in the heart of the Gaeltacht, centred 

around a crossroads and offering a wide and 

varied range of facilities and services, both 

to the town and the wider rural Gaeltacht 

hinterland. The town is centred on a 

‘crossroads’ of a County road and the N56 

National Road that forms the ‘Main Street’ of 

the town and has an identifiable ‘town 

centre’ within which most of the retail and 

service offer are located.  

• Gortahork: Gortahork is a small coastal Gealtacht village and town land, situated 

within the Gaeltacht region of Donegal along the N56, evolved from a small clachan 

settlement named ‘Bedlam’ in the first edition osi maps, at a river crossing on the 

Glenna River.   

 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Strong Gaeltacht area throughout. 

• Tory island artists are an important ‘primitive’ art movement associated with the 

English artist Derek Hill. 

• Numerous archaeological structures and sites throughout the area, including a 

number of Recorded Monuments. 

• Clachan layouts remain in the landscape. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 11 RPS structures. 

• Hornhead house and Ballyconnell House evidence the history of occupation and 

landlords. 

• Railway line extended through this LCA with stations at Falcarragh and Cashelnagor. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies ‘ladder farms’ on Tory and where the 

rundale system of farming can be seen in the landscape, which divided the land into 

infields and outfields. A belt of straight-sided and rectilinear fields with patches of 

ladder farms adjacent stretch along the mainland coast at Ballyboe and Falcarragh 

and south of this agricultural land is a belt of ‘Blanket Bog and Upland’. 

 

Access and Recreation  

• Tory Island has ferry services from Magheroarty and Bunbeg as well as a regular 

helicopter service. 

• Wild Atlantic Way follows the route of the N56 through this area with a discovery 

point at Hornhead. 

• Strong Tourism and leisure industry focused on the Irish language, Gaeltacht culture, 

landscape, seascape, mountains and Islands. 

• Long sandy beaches including the blue Flag beach at Dunfanaghy. 

 

Biodiversity 

• There is a high biodiversity value of special habitats and birds along the coastline, 

islands and on the southern mountainous area. This ecologically important landscape 

contains 5,086ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & SPA) and 4,915ha of pNHA sites as 

well as the important biodiversity links of the riverine corridors.  

• Patchwork of small to medium sized agricultural fields generally bounded by a 

mixture of stone walls, drainage ditches and hedges with sections of ladder farms 

around Gortahork and Falcarragh. 

• Small sections of conifer forestry mainly to the northeast of the LCA between 

Dunfanaghy and Gortahork. 
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Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Tourism related holiday home developments in both the rural landscape and within 

towns and islands 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion  

• Quarrying 

• Dereliction in both the towns and rural areas 

• Turf cutting 

 

 

 

 

 

 


